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Revised: June 2019 

El Paso County Sportspark will play under the rules of the current year United States Sports Specialty Association (USSSA) 

Official Rule Book. In addition, the El Paso County Sportspark has implemented additional rules that all coaches and 

umpires must follow (see Baseball League Guidelines). All coaches, team representatives, and umpires will complete the 

County of El Paso background check process. 

 

Official Game 

1. A game shall consist of one hour and fifteen minutes or 5 innings (whichever comes first). 

2. A game shall become official after four (4) innings have been completed or after 3-1/2 innings if the home team is 

ahead. 

3. Run Rule: 15 runs after 2 innings, 10 runs after 3 innings, or 8 runs after 4 innings. 

4. A team may start a game with no less than 8 players, failure to field eight (8) players is cause for forfeit (9 shall 

play on the field). In this case:  

A. The 9th spot will be an automatic out every time-up. If the 9th player shows up after the game has started, the 

player can be added to the line-up on the 9th spot. 

5. A team may bat 9 players, or a 10th player, if using an EH. Teams may choose to bat 9, 10 (EH), or bat the entire 

roster with free defensive substitution.  

6. Every player must play at least one inning (offense and defense) to include one at bat. Violation will result in 

forfeit of that game. 
7. Rule 6 only applies to complete games. 

8. No new inning shall start 4 minutes or less on the clock. (including during playoffs) 

9. 5 minute grace period on the first game of the day only, with time running. No grace period for playoff games. 

10. If game is tied and the time hasn’t expired, the extra inning may be played using the Tie Breaker Rule: the last out 

of the previous inning goes to second (2nd) base. The same goes for the home team. 

 
 

General Playing Rules 

1. Balk rules shall not apply. 

2. All players shall bat in a continuous rotation during the game. 

3. Infield fly rule is in effect. 

4. Bunting is allowed. 

5. To intentionally walk a batter, no pitches need to be thrown. The coach or catcher needs to inform the umpires and 

point to first base. 

6. The batter is out on the 3rd strike, regardless or whether the catcher holds onto the ball or not. 

7. Tagging up is allowed (proper appeal process must be done for not tagging up.) 

8. Runners shall not advance when the pitcher is on the pitching rubber with the ball in his possession and the catcher 

is in position to receive a pitch. 

9. Runner on 3rd base may only advance home by a hit ball, forced by a base on ball, or by a hit by pitch (if bases are 

loaded). 

10. Runner may advance on a wild pitch or passed ball (only when rule #9 doesn’t apply). 

11. Stealing is allowed. No leading off any base. The base runner may not leave the base until the pitched ball crosses 

home plate. If a player leaves early and is thrown out, he is out. If he is safe, he must return to the pervious base. 

The second offense by the same player in the same inning will result in an automatic out. If the ball is hit, the 

defensive team has the option of the result of the play or a dead ball and runner returns and the hitter hits again. 

12. Courtesy runners are allowed for pitcher or catcher (of previous inning). 

13. Courtesy runners will be substitutes not in the batting line-up or, if batting entire roster, the last batted out. 

14. Mandatory courtesy runner for catcher with 2 outs. 

15. Pitcher must be removed from pitching on the coach’s second visit to the mound, in the same inning. Once a 

pitcher is removed, he cannot come back to pitch in the same game. 

 Absolutely no curve balls – Penalty will result in ejection of the coach and removal of pitcher from 

pitching. 

16. Coaches should use safety and common sense when using your pitchers (they are young). 

 Umpires have complete discretion to remove pitcher for safety purposes. 

17. 8u kid pitch limits:  

 One day Maximum and be able to pitch the next day --- 9 outs 

 One day Maximum --- 12 outs and must rest 2 days 

 Three days maximum or end of the week --- 18 outs 
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Only the head coach will be allowed to approach the umpire to discuss a call.  

On offense: 3 coaches are allowed on the field.  

On defense: only 4 coaches (or three coaches and a scorekeeper) are allowed inside the dugout.  

Only two team representatives or managers other than coaches are allowed in the dugout. 


